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“Statutory reasonableness is an abstract quality
represented by an area rather than a pinpoint.
It allows a substantial spread between what is
unreasonable because too low and what is
unreasonable because too high. To reduce the
abstract concept of reasonableness to concrete
expression in dollars and cents is the function
of the Commission. It is not the disembodied
‘reasonableness’ but that standard when
embodied in a rate which the Commission
accepts or determines that governs the rights of
buyer and seller. A court may think a different
level more reasonable. But the prescription of
the statute is a standard for the Commission to
apply and, independently of Commission action,
creates no right which courts may enforce”
(Montana-Dakota Utils. Co. v. Northwestern
Pub. Serv. Co., 341 U.S. 246, 251 (U.S. May 7,
.(3”R — D07 AWATnn ,Jackson VDIV BN ,1951)
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